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The timeline

• 23rd June 2016 – the referendum





Understanding agriculture in Northern Ireland



Agri-food external sales – live animals

2017 (£m) GB ROI ROW External 

sales

Export

sales

Cattle 10.8 9.1 4.9 24.8 14

Sheep 3.3 36.8 0.3 40.4 37.1

Pigs 3.5 2.0 - 5.5 2.0

Poultry/

Hatching Eggs

22.5 10.9 10.9 44.3 21.8

Total 40.1 58.8 16.1 115 74.9



Agri-food trade issues

❑ Over 25% of NI milk production is exported to ROI 

for processing, £116.7m in 2016

❑ Over 36% of pigs processed in NI are imported 

from ROI, £60.7m in 2017

❑ Nearly 45% of NI clean sheep are exported to ROI 

for processing, £36.8m in 2017



Agri-food sales – processed food and drink
2015 (£m) NI GB ROI Other EU Rest of 

World

Total 

sales

External 

sales

Export

sales

Animal By-Products * * * * * 56.7 * *

Bakeries 155.9 53.2 73.1 0.4 2.4 284.9 129.1 75.8

Beef & Sheepmeat 206.9 813.3 83.8 126.9 24.6 1,255.60 1,048.70 235.4

Drinks 170.4 41.8 135.2 11.4 18.3 377 206.6 164.8

Eggs 46.3 91 * * 0 151.8 105.5 14.5

Fish 12.8 33.9 6.1 21.9 2.3 77 64.2 30.3

Fruit & Vegetables 108.1 153.3 50.3 1 0.8 313.5 205.4 52.1

Milk & Milk Products 259.9 262.9 102.9 220.7 56.9 903.3 643.5 380.5

Pigmeat 121.4 101.5 65.4 * * 302.1 180.7 79.2

Poultrymeat * * 89.7 * * 700.9 * *

Total 1,147.3 2,098.4 624.8 415.5 136.9 4,422.9 3,275.5 1,117.1

* Information suppressed to avoid disclosure



Main export markets – food & drink processing

❑ GB is the main market for the NI food and drink processing sector, 

accounting for 47 per cent of total sales in 2015 (£2,098m).

❑ ROI is the next single largest external market, accounting for 14 per 

cent of total sales in 2015 (£625m).

❑ The food and drinks sector accounted for 21% of Northern Ireland’s 

total manufacturing export sales in 2015.



Growth markets

❑ The NI food and drinks processing sector grew by 74 per cent 

between 2005 and 2015, from £2.5bn to £4.4bn. In real terms a 42 

per cent increase.

❑ This growth was fuelled by a two-fold increase in sales to GB, from 

£1.0bn in 2005 to £2.1bn in 2015.

❑ Export sales grew by 96%, from £600m in 2005 to £1,177m in 2015. 



Trade in Meat and Dairy products to Non-EU

❑ Using EHC data, it indicated that NI firms sold 48 different meat and 

dairy products to 93 non-EU countries in 2015.

❑ For 63 (of the 93) countries the trade is on WTO MFN basis. This 

was an estimated £140m, or 77 per cent of total non-EU trade in 

meat and dairy products.

❑ For the remaining 30 countries, the trade takes place under EU 

FTAs. In the case of 16 of these countries, the EU tariffs that apply 

to the trade are the same rate as WTO MFN rules. 



Trade in Meat and Dairy products to Non-EU

❑ Therefore of the 93 countries, it is trade with 14 that would be 

subject to higher tariffs as a result of losing access to current EU 

FTAs.

❑ 13,335 tonnes of the 106,914 tonnes of NI meat and dairy product 

certified for export to non-EU countries in 2015 would face a tariff 

increase. This trade is was worth an estimated £21.9m. 

❑ The cost of the extra tariff imposed is estimated to be between 

£2.32m to £2.37m.

❑ Dairy products would be most impacted, some pigmeat and poultry 

exports would also be affected. Beef and sheepmeat would be 

unaffected. 



Migrant labour use in the processing sector

❑ Over 40 per cent of the workforce in the NI food and drinks 

processing are other EU workers (non-UK and non-ROI). 

❑ Largest use of other EU migrant labour is in subsectors: Pigmeat

(51%), Fruit & Vegetables (51%), Beef & Sheepmeat (48%) and 

Poultry (46%)

❑ Under 4% of workers are non-EU.

❑ Seasonal workers are 5% of the total workforce in the food and 

drinks processing sector. An estimated 75% are other EU workers 

and 7% non-EU. 



UK Internal Market

❑ GB is the most important market for the NI Agri-food trade

❑ NI and Ireland are more than self sufficient in the main agricultural 

products of beef, sheep and milk

❑ Need to maintain unfettered access to GB market

❑ Need to ensure the operation of the UK Internal Market consistent 

with the principles of devolution



Understanding the border









GATT General exceptions

Subject to the requirement that such measures are not applied in a 

manner which constitute an arbitrary or unjustifiable discrimination 

between countries where the same conditions pertain, or a 

disguised restriction on international trade, nothing in this 

Agreement shall be construed to prevent the adoption or 

enforcement by any contracting party of measures:

a)  …………………

b)  necessary to protect human, animal or plant life or health

c) …………..



Sanitary and phytosanitary agreement (SPS)

• Emerged from the Uruguay round of the General Agreement of 

Tariffs and Trade – entered into force 1995

• Aims at the protection of human, animal or plant health from 

certain risks.

• Standards set by Codex Alimentarius Commission (Codex), 

World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) and the Secretariat 

of the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) 

• Closely related to the Agreement of Technical Barriers to Trade 

(TBT), attempts to avoid discrimination



EU SPS

• Regulation 882/2004, soon to be replaced by 625/2017

• Requires Multi Annual National Control Plan

• Import checks to be carried out at Border Inspection Points 

located in the immediate vicinity of the point of entry

• Checks at a risk based frequency, no agreement means 

100% physical checks



The timeline

• 23rd June 2016 – the referendum

• 2nd October 2016, PM May 2016 announced that she would trigger article 50 

before the end of March 2017





The timeline

• 23rd June 2016 – the referendum

• 2nd October 2016, PM May 2016 announced that she would trigger article 50 

before the end of March 2017

• General election 8th June 2017, PM May lost her majority in parliament



The Negotiation

Phase 1: 
• protecting the rights of Union citizens in the UK and UK 

citizens in the Union; 

• the framework for addressing the unique circumstances in 

Northern Ireland; and 

• the financial settlement 

Deadline October 2017

Northern Ireland position paper published on the 16th August 

2017







8th December 2017

Joint Report of the 

outcome of the 

negotiation







The three options of December agreement

A. Full comprehensive trade agreement which negates any need for 

either customs or SPS checks

B. A solution proposed by the UK which negates the need for any 

customs or SPS checks

C. If neither of the above work out, the UK will maintain full regulatory 

alignment



The border conundrum

• The UK is leaving the Customs Union and the 

Single market

• The EU, Ireland, London and Belfast all want a 

frictionless border with no hard infrastructure

• EU law requires Border Inspection posts for SPS 

checks in the  immediate vicinity of the border

• Current arrangements for movement of goods from 

NI to Great Britain must not be compromised 



The timeline

• 23rd June 2016 – the referendum

• 2nd October 2016, PM May 2016 announced that she would trigger article 50 

before the end of March 2017

• General election 8th June 2017, PM May lost her majority in parliament

• Withdrawal agreement concluded 25th November 2018, rejected by the 

Westminster Parliament, 15th January 2019 (432/202), 12th March 2019 

(391/242) and 29th March 2019 (344/286)



The legal text of the withdrawal agreement

– 28th February 2018







9th February 2018

First meeting of the second phase

In particular, the EU and UK focused on three issues:

• transition period

• Ireland, especially on solutions to avoid a hard 

border

• governance of the withdrawal agreement



Phase 2

UK wants to talk about 

• Transition: how long?

• and a comprehensive trade deal



The timeline

• 23rd June 2016 – the referendum

• 2nd October 2016, PM May 2016 announced that she would trigger article 50 

before the end of March 2017

• General election 8th June 2017, PM May lost her majority in parliament

• Withdrawal agreement concluded 25th November 2018, rejected by the 

Westminster Parliament, 15th January 2019 (432/202), 12th March 2019 

(391/242) and 29th March 2019 (344/286)

• Extension to 12th April 2019 and then 31st October 2019

• Mr Johnson becomes PM on 24th July 2019



The border conundrum

• The UK is leaving the Customs Union and the 

Single market

• The EU, Ireland, London and Belfast all want a 

frictionless border with no hard infrastructure

• EU law requires Border Inspection posts for SPS 

checks in the  immediate vicinity of the border

• Current arrangements for movement of goods from 

NI to Great Britain must not be compromised 



Numbers of export health certificates required

Category/Sector Weekly total Annual Total

Retail - Composite

Products

30,275 1,574,300

Fish 2,348 122,122

Live Animals 84 4,368

Horses 769 40,000

POAO (inc dairy) 3,695 192140

ABP 237 12,324

TOTAL 37,409 1, 945,254



Smart Border

Trusted TraderCo-ordinated 

Border 

Management 

Schemes

Trusted traveller

Release 

before 

clearance
Deferred duty 

payments

Clearance 

away from 

border

Automatic 

number plate 

recognition
Drivers 

licence 

barcode 

scanning

Smartphone 

apps



Statement by the European Commission following today's meeting between 

Michel Barnier, the European Commission's Chief Negotiator, and Steve 

Barclay, the UK Secretary of State for Exiting the EU.

Brussels, 20 September 2019

Michel Barnier met Steve Barclay in Brussels today where they had a discussion on 

the state of play of the ongoing Brexit talks, both in relation to the backstop to avoid 

a hard border on the island of Ireland and the Political Declaration on the Future 

Relationship.

Michel Barnier and Steve Barclay agreed that technical talks will continue. These 

talks deal with a first set of concepts, principles and ideas that the United Kingdom 

has put forward in talks with TF50.

It is essential that there is a fully workable and legally operational solution included 

in the Withdrawal Agreement. We remain willing and open to examine any such 

proposals that meet all the objectives of the backstop. 

Michel Barnier and his team will keep the European Parliament and the Council 

informed.



Where now?

European Council, 17th October 2019

Another extension?

A deal and transition period?

No deal, uncertainty



The veterinary professional role

• Great increase in understanding within government of the 

role of government veterinarians

• The veterinary profession are perceived as playing a key role 

in any solution

• Circumstances have emphasised the important role played 

by the profession in enabling trade, commercial viability of 

the agri-food industry


