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1. The city of Liège  
 

    
 
 
A city on a human scale. Today, Liège is the largest Walloon metropolis and the third largest 
urban area in Belgium. It has 200,000 inhabitants. It lies at the heart of the Meuse-Rhine 
Euroregion, covering Maastricht, Aachen and Hasselt. Liège may no longer be a state capital, 
but it still has some important roles: political (provincial capital), economic (the Vertbois site 
is the seat of the Walloon Region's economic institutions), judicial (Prosecutor's office, 
Courts and Tribunals), educational (dense network of secondary schools and higher 
education establishments), cultural, etc. 
  
The Prince-Bishops' Palace now houses the Governor of Liège province, part of his 
department and the services of the Ministry of Justice. The presence of a bishop continues 
the city's religious tradition. 
  
On the economic level, the last 25 years have been marked by the crisis of the Liège 
industrial area. Since the 19th century, coalmines, steelworks and iron works, weapons 
factories, etc. have shaped the landscape and the mentality of the region. These old 
industrial activities, which made Liège the second largest economic power in the world at 
the start of the last century, had been overtaken by the new technologies and hit hard by 
global competition. At major financial and social cost, the Liège area is now recovering and is 
in better shape. Cockerill is again a company making money and investing abroad. It mirrors 
the whole regional economy which is making necessary changes. 
 
Liège again believes it has a future. A new web of small and medium-sized businesses, closer 
and closer meshed, is being established in the region and the oldest companies are being 
transformed. They are often resorting to the most innovative technologies and putting on 
the market products with high value added exported throughout the world. For some years, 
the University of Liège has been one of their preferred partners. As a centre of specialized 
knowledge, it is placing its human expertise and equipment at the service of companies' 
needs. One of the most striking examples of the region's redevelopment is space 
engineering, a highly sophisticated field if ever there was one. By integrating various skills, a 
Liège Spatiopôle has been set up with close contacts with the aeronautical industry and the 
major space research centres (ESA, NASA). 
 
Liège's economic recovery is also based on a dense, integrated communications network 
which affirms even more its European calling. Liège is a hub of the motorway network 
through which traffic to the Netherlands, Germany and all of Central Europe has to pass. It 
has the third-largest European river port connected with the sea ports of Antwerp and 
Rotterdam. The forthcoming arrival of the TGV will make it ideally placed at the centre of the 
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Paris-Brussels-Berlin rail route. Its airport at Bierset is an international freight centre which is 
expanding fast. 
 
A welcoming city. Liège is a tourist town, a welcoming town, a stopping-off place at the 
intersection of three borders; it is a cosmopolitan city as shown by the make-up of its 
population. A Sunday morning stroll through La Batte market is all it takes to become aware 
of this. Italian and North African immigration has brought the accents and human warmth of 
the south into this northern land. This mixing of cultures contributes to the charm of the 
Ardent City. 
Liège is proud of being described as a city offering a warm welcome. Neither too big nor too 
small, it offers all the attractions of a real town but remains on a human scale. The city 
centre is very commercial and full of restaurants and bars. There is something for all tastes 
and all purses. For their part, the students show a preference for the Carré, a maze of small 
streets whose night life is particularly appreciated. On the right bank of the river, in the 
Outremeuse district, Rue Roture attracts gourmets and lovers of other cultures. 
Liège's cultural life is particularly lively with the presence of ten or so theatres, the Royal 
Opera of Wallonia, the Symphony Orchestra (which plays before the most prestigious 
audiences), the music Conservatoire, thirty or so cinemas (some of which specialize in art 
house or experimental cinema), and dozens of art galleries and museums, not to mention 
the many cultural associations and public libraries (the Chiroux). 
In the last few years, the city has revived an old tradition by organising prestigious 
exhibitions (Monet, Cobra, Gauguin, Chagall and, in 2000, Picasso). Neither should you miss 
the Tout Simenon exhibition which pays homage to the great Liège novelist. Despite living 
abroad, Simenon remained loyal to his birthplace and left all his private archives to the 
University of Liège which opened a Fund at Château de Colonster at Sart Tilman as a result. 
Maybe Liège will be your town in a few months' time. Take a voyage of discovery, encounter 
its very special spirit and you will probably love it as it deserves. For Liège is never as 
beautiful as when one tries to enchant it... 
 
More info on Liège: http://www.provincedeliege.be/en  

  

http://www.provincedeliege.be/en
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2. How to reach Liège?  
 

2.1. By car  
 
A very complete road and motorway network (E40, E25, E42, E313) makes it very easy to 
reach Liège. 
Wide view of the motorways around Liège: 
 

 
 

Close-up of motorways at the entrance to Liège: 
 

 
 
 
 

2.2. By train  
 
Access by train and TGV is by the Guillemins station which is the central station of Liège. 
(Passenger information: +32 4 229 26 10 or +32 4 229 21 11). 
From there regularly depart buses to the city center (N ° 1, 4). 
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Information for trains (reservations, schedules…): 
http://www.belgianrail.be/en/Default.aspx  
 

2.3. By plane (arrival at Belgian national airport “Zaventem”) and by train  
 
The national airport is located in Zaventem, near Brussels (see website: 
http://www.brusselsairport.be/en). Trains provide a frequent connection between 
Zaventem and Brussels, and between Brussels and Liege at a rate of 2 per hour. 
Link by train from the National airport (Zaventem) to Liège Guillemins (Central station of 
Liège) takes about 1h – 1h30 (cost of a single fare: +/- 20 €). 
From there (Liège Guillemins station) regularly depart buses to the city center (N ° 1, 4). 
 
Information for trains (reservations, schedules…): 
http://www.belgianrail.be/en/Default.aspx  
 

2.4. By plane (arrival at Charleroi airport) and by train  
 
Possibility to arrive at Charleroi airport (e.g. with the Ryanair Company). 
Take a bus to go to Charleroi-South Station (“Charleroi Sud” in French): connections with the 
Bus 68 or Bus A. Take a train to Liège-Guillemins (Central station of Liège) via Namur (not via 
Brussels).   
From there (Liège Guillemins station) regularly depart buses to the city center (N ° 1, 4). 
 
Information for trains (reservations, schedules…): 
http://www.belgianrail.be/en/Default.aspx  
 
 

  

http://www.belgianrail.be/en/Default.aspx
http://www.belgianrail.be/en/Default.aspx
http://www.belgianrail.be/en/Default.aspx
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3. Hotels in Liège  
 
Average price per night comprised between 80 and 140 €. 
 
Map of hotels in Liège center: 
 

 
 
Information and reservation:  
 
http://www.ulg.ac.be/cms/c_143439/hotels-de-liege  
 
https://www.hotelscombined.com/Place/Liege.htm?languageCode=EN  
 
https://www.booking.com/city/be/liege.en-gb.html?aid=356988;label=gog235jc-city-fr-be-
liege-unspec-be-com-L%3Afr-O%3AosSx-B%3Asafari-N%3AXX-S%3Abo-U%3Ac-
H%3As;sid=e16292586207d86c16b7dc56d3f9e84e;inac=0;=;lang=en-
gb;lang_click=top;cdl=fr 
 
 

  

http://www.ulg.ac.be/cms/c_143439/hotels-de-liege
https://www.hotelscombined.com/Place/Liege.htm?languageCode=EN
https://www.booking.com/city/be/liege.en-gb.html?aid=356988;label=gog235jc-city-fr-be-liege-unspec-be-com-L%3Afr-O%3AosSx-B%3Asafari-N%3AXX-S%3Abo-U%3Ac-H%3As;sid=e16292586207d86c16b7dc56d3f9e84e;inac=0;=;lang=en-gb;lang_click=top;cdl=fr
https://www.booking.com/city/be/liege.en-gb.html?aid=356988;label=gog235jc-city-fr-be-liege-unspec-be-com-L%3Afr-O%3AosSx-B%3Asafari-N%3AXX-S%3Abo-U%3Ac-H%3As;sid=e16292586207d86c16b7dc56d3f9e84e;inac=0;=;lang=en-gb;lang_click=top;cdl=fr
https://www.booking.com/city/be/liege.en-gb.html?aid=356988;label=gog235jc-city-fr-be-liege-unspec-be-com-L%3Afr-O%3AosSx-B%3Asafari-N%3AXX-S%3Abo-U%3Ac-H%3As;sid=e16292586207d86c16b7dc56d3f9e84e;inac=0;=;lang=en-gb;lang_click=top;cdl=fr
https://www.booking.com/city/be/liege.en-gb.html?aid=356988;label=gog235jc-city-fr-be-liege-unspec-be-com-L%3Afr-O%3AosSx-B%3Asafari-N%3AXX-S%3Abo-U%3Ac-H%3As;sid=e16292586207d86c16b7dc56d3f9e84e;inac=0;=;lang=en-gb;lang_click=top;cdl=fr
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4. Registration: Monday 2 October 2017 
 
The registration will take place at the “Hotel de Ville” (City hall) from 6 pm to 8 pm 
 
Address: Hôtel de Ville, place du marché 2. 4000 Liège 
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5. Conference venue  
 

 
 
In the center of the city of Liège, place du 20-Août, the Academic Hall is the oldest building 
built by the University, a few years after its creation in 1817. 
This Neoclassical-style room is part of the exceptional heritage of Wallonia and has been 
remarkably restored. 
Since its renovation, the Academic Hall has become one of the most sought-after rooms in 
the city for the organization of conferences or concerts. 
 
Address: place du 20-Août 7, 4000 Liège 
 
 
Maps 
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6. Cruise on the river Meuse  
 
 
Cruise and dinner on Tuesday 3d October 2017.  
Information will be provided during the conferences and AGM. 
website: http://www.bateaulepaysdeliege.be  
 

http://www.bateaulepaysdeliege.be/

